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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Vit
Tom Virl@- Katherine Tai
Secretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O V.l
Tom Vi‘@ Katherine Tai
Secretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tr¢

& Human Services Representative
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THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
&

THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

The Honorable Stephanie Murphy
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Murphy:

On behalf of the United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Office of the United States Trade
Representative (USTR), we thank you for your letter of March 19, 2021. We appreciate the
concerns you expressed that the World Health Organization (WHO), at China’s urging, may
modify its assumptions regarding transmission of coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) via food and
food packaging.

Our agencies share your concerns with China’s claims that viral transmission of SARS-CoV-2
could take place via food and food packaging. As USDA and FDA emphasized in the February
18, 2021 joint statement' you mention in your letter, clei< ~hout tre~emiscion of CNVINL19 yig
f~~4 and food p~~lagin~ ~~$ not support~? hy scientif'~ =~“gence. We will continue to engage
with Members ot the W1'U’s Sanitary ana rhytosanitary Committee to represent the views of the
United States Government regarding the science of SARS-CoV-2 transmission as it may relate to
exports of food and food packaging and provide any relevant recommendations.

In response to the WHO Origins study, on March 30, 2021, the United States, joined by 13
Member States of the WHO, issued a joint statement? emphasizing the importance of “a
transparent and independent analysis and evaluation, free from interference and undue influence,
of the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic,” and expressed concerns about that study, stating that
“the international expert study on the source of the SARS-CoV-2 virus was significantly delayed

! https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-usda-fda-underscore-current-
epidemiologic-and-scientific-information-indicating-no
2 https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-who-convened-covid-19-origins-study/
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Wt
Tom Virl;@ Katherine Tai
Seuicialy Secreta: U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Trac-

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Vet
Tom V@ Katherine Tai
Secretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Trz

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O el
Tom Vi‘@/ Katherine Tai
Secretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O V.l
Tom V Katherine Tai
Secretary Secretary U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tr: 3

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-468S, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O V.l
Tom Virlg@ Katherine Tai
Seliciary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concemns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

QO Vet
Tom Virli@ Katherine Tai
decredry Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

QO V.t
Tom Vi(lc@ Katherine Tai
Souiolaly Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O V.t
Tom V Katherine Tai
Secretary Secreta: U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tre

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Kt
Tom Vi{li@ Katherine Tai
decreary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative


SSTata
Stamp
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O V.l
Tom Virl@ Katherine Tai
decrelary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

| (e O Vbt

I Tom Viz@/ Katherine Tai

Secretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tra

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Vet
Tom Vi‘@/ Katherine Tai
Scuicaly Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tr:

& Human Services Representative
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and lacked access to complete, original data and samples.” The European Union similarly issued
a statement that was in alignment with the concerns of the United States.

As we work with WHO and its Member States to find the origins of SARS-CoV-2 and the
outbreak in Wuhan, China, we will focus on ensuring that all conclusions are based on sound
science underpinned by complete, accurate and reliable data. We look forward to working with
Members of Congress, the private sector and our international partners to continue to focus
attention on the facts and sound science.

A copy of this response will be sent to co-signers of your letter. We thank you for your attention
to this important matter, and we will continue to work with you to keep America safe and
prosperous. If you or your staff have any further questions, please contact Anne Tatem, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Legislation for HHS, at (202) 690-7627, Anne Knapke, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Congressional Relations for USDA, at (202) 941-4685, or Jan Beukelman,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs, at (202) 881-8392.

Sincerely,

O Vet
Tom V@ Katherine Tai
decretary Secreta U.S. Trade Representative
U.S. Department of Health U.S. Department of Agriculture The Office of the U.S. Tr: =

& Human Services Representative
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