September 04, 2018

The Honorable Paul Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House Democratic Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan and Leader Pelosi:

As associations and businesses of all sizes representing manufacturing and other major sectors
of the U.S. economy employing millions of U.S. workers, we urge you to expedite passage of
the “Miscellaneous Tariff Bill Act of 2018” (H.R. 4318) to grow manufacturing and broader
opportunities in the United States.

Americans pay both directly or indirectly hundreds of millions of dollars each year in
government-imposed import taxes on products not made or available in the United States,
including items ranging from mustard seed oil, pepperoncini and bee nets to certain chemical
inputs and tire molds. This is a relic of our country’s outdated tariff code and one that Congress
is uniguely able to correct through passage of the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill (MTB), which
temporarily eliminates and reduces border taxes on a set of products that have been found
through a transparent and rigorous process not to be produced at all or in sufficient capacity in
the United States.

The U.S. House of Representatives passed an MTB bill in January by a unanimous vote of 402-
to-0. The Senate, after making minor adjustments, passed it unanimously as well on July 26.
We now call on the House to repeat its overwhelming support for MTB legislation, as
demonstrated just a few months ago, by passing the Senate-approved version of the
Miscellaneous Tariff Bill Act of 2018 without delay.

An analysis by the National Association of Manufacturers found that this legislation, if approved
in September, would eliminate import tariffs of nearly $1 million per day through 2020,
amounting total savings of nearly $800 million and an increase of U.S. manufacturing output by
$2.3 billion. That would help existing manufacturing operations throughout the United States by
lowering unnecessary costs and helping to support and grow well-paying manufacturing jobs
here in the United States. The MTB would bolster businesses of all sizes across the United
States, supporting jobs and growth in industries ranging from chemicals, agriculture, textiles and
footwear to electrical equipment, machinery and sporting equipment.

The list of eligible products in this legislation was put together through a transparent, objective,
predictable and regularized process spearheaded by the U.S. International Trade Commission
(USITC). During this nearly nine-month process, more than 2,500 petitions to eliminate or
reduce import taxes were reviewed by the USITC, U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S.
Customs and Bureau Protection and other agencies to determine if there were objections from
domestic manufacturers. More than 800 petitions were excluded, including for reasons of
domestic availability, from a final package of eligible products sent by the USITC to Congress.
The House and Senate then reviewed the package and removed additional products due to
objections by individual Members.



Failure to act on this legislation would not only hurt manufacturers and other businesses, but
also manufacturing jobs and our economy more broadly. We urge the House of Representatives
to act without delay by approving the Senate-passed version of the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill Act
of 2018 as quickly as possible.

Sincerely,
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