[Insert company logo]

September 11, 2026
Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor
State of California
1021 O Street, 9th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 817 (Gonzalez)- Cold Storage Facilities- VETO REQUEST
Dear Governor Newsom,
On behalf of [company name] with cold storage facilities in [insert CA city], I am writing to request your veto of AB 817 (Gonzalez), which would have a significant impact on our ability to maintain our California presence. [Add details about your business such as: We’ve operated in CA since XXXX, employ XX people, store xxxx pounds of food annually, etc.]
As the owner of a cold storage facility with over 200,000 square feet of refrigerated space, when [company name] needs to make facility improvements, AB 817 would trigger a contingency fund requirement of up to $20 million dollars, as a condition of obtaining a building permit. This will stifle our ability to make changes to our facilities or build new ones, because the additional capital required could be unaffordable. If required to establish a contingency fund, I would have no choice but to raise prices to my customers, leading to price increases for foods and medicines. Cold storage is a critical component of the food and medicine supply chain, and as an industry, should not be singled out to provide this form of financial assurance in order to do business in the state. 
We truly appreciate the significant impacts felt by the Boyle Heights and broader Los Angeles community because of the warehouse fire that began June 17th. It is understandable Assemblymember Gonzales seeks legislation to, in his view, protect his community and others throughout the state. However, a policy of this type is unprecedented, even in the wake of an industrial disaster. Rather than rushing legislation this year, AB 817 was gutted and amended less than two weeks before the end of the legislative session, we urge you to veto AB 817 and allow stakeholders more time to thoroughly discuss the consequences of this policy while providing other solutions to protect communities.
We also want to recognize the components of the legislation that would ensure any settlements from the Boyle Heights facility fire would be tax free. Our company certainly does not object to this component of the bill, and we would urge the Assemblymember to introduce new legislation in January as an urgent matter, to be quickly adopted before any settlements are received.
We are committed to working with your office, Assemblymember Gonzales and all stakeholders this fall, to find an approach that balances community needs with equitable processes and procedures.  
We thank you for your consideration of our veto request and welcome the opportunity to speak with you or your staff directly. [Insert contact information]

Sincerely, 




[Insert signature block]


Cc: 
Christine Aurre, Legislative Secretary in the Office of Governor Newsom
Sam Miller, Deputy Legislative Secretary in the Office of Governor Newsom
Lauren Greenwood, Deputy Legislative Director, Office of GoBiz
